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WAYNE EPO AUTELE
Oct 21,1948 — Apr 3, 2023

Wayne was a man who lived aloha; he was loved, admired, and will be missed by so many,
especially by his surviving family; devoted wife of 49 years, Ellen Autele; daughters Tabitha Autele
(Elmer Acera), Tania Critchlow, and Taila Autele; grandchildren Brayden and Tobey Autele-Acera,
Bode and Ivy Critchlow, and Kapukonakona Chong-Hanssen.

Sgt. Wayne Epo Autele was born and raised in the housing district of Kalihi. At a young age, he felt
a strong calling to become a police officer. He attended McKinley High School, where he played
center on their football team, and graduated in 1966. Wayne’s dream of becoming a police officer
came to fruition in 1967, and he was pleased to find he was assigned to patrol the Kalihi area
where he grew up (to the angst of the criminals and gangs in the community). He was promoted
to sergeant in 1983. Wayne spent the majority of his career patrolling Kalihi, and transferred to
Wahiawa for his last 4 years. He retired from HPD in 1999 after 32 years of service. Wayne
thrived as a police officer and had an outstanding career, receiving many awards and recognition
for heroic service including: a Certificate of Merit Award in 1981 for saving 2 nuns from a burning
building; HPD Outstanding Employee of the Year and Honolulu Elks Club Outstanding Police
Achievermment Award in 1982; Police Officer of the Year and Honolulu City and County Employee
of the Year in 1983. After his retirement from HPD, Wayne worked at the Mililani Middle School
as their Safety Resource Officer from 2000 — 2010 where he was a favorite among the staff and
obedient students. He volunteered at the Kaiser Permanente Waipio Clinic from 2010 — 2017,

delivering mail to the different departments, always with a smile.
Throughout his life, Coach Wayne served as a mentor and role model to the many youth who

were privileged to play for him. He was the head coach of the Pop Warner Kapiolani Tigers
football team for many years, and in 1970, he received the Hawaii Pop Warner Commissioner’s
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Award for Outstanding Service to the Youth of Hawaii. He also served as the head coach of the
McKinley JV football team, and later as assistant coach for the varsity football team. Once his 3
daughters were old enough to play sports themselves, he dedicated much of his time to coaching
their Mililani Waipio Bobby Sox softball and AYSO soccer teams. No matter what shift he was
working, he was always there at their practices and games all the way through their high school
sports careers. Wayne also found the time to serve as an umpire for Bobby Sox softball and
referee for the Hawaii Basketball Association.

Wayne was a true family man, always there for his wife and girls. When his daughter, Tabitha,
became Drum Major of the Trojan Marching Band, he showed his support by becoming (likely
the first and only Samoan) President of the Mililani High School Band Boosters in 1991 — 1992.
When his grandchildren were born, he was a part of their everyday lives and supported them in
all their sports, band performances, and other activities. Wayne was a humble man, lived his life
with the highest level of integrity and was a fierce protector of his family. We will love and miss
him always.

Wayne is also survived by his 4 brothers; Frank Martinez, Ronald Autele (Angela), Thomas Autele
(Redenia), and Gregory Ortiz (Paula).

The Autele family would like to send a special mahalo to St. Francis Hospice and the staff at
Nu'uanu Hale for their exceptional love, support, and care for Wayne towards the end of his life.

A tribute to Wayne will be held on Saturday, July 8, 2023, at the Mililani Mortuary, Mauka Chapel,
with visitation starting at 5 pm, and service to follow at 6 pm. Wayne will be laid to rest on

Monday, July 10, 2028 at 10 am. The family requests no flowers, please.

To send flowers
to the family, please visit our floral store.

Read More
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Earle Nihipali posted:

This is EARLE NIHIPALI. We were neighbors on Akepo Lane. Im so sorry for your lost. We had great
memories in high school.i live in Oregon..... God Bless You and Ohana

August 13 at 7:35 AM

Michael Tanabe posted:

My condolences to the Autele ohana. During my freshman year at McKinley | played for coach
Autele. His coaching style is immaculated but the coaches of today w/out all the cursing,yelling or
degrading that went along w past coaches. Compassion and confidence was his way. | havena€™t
seen you in yrs coach ur | will never forget you. You made me a better man. Thank you! Rest in love
coach!

July 6 at 1:42 AM

Stephanie Marques posted:

Ellen and Family,A life well lived speaks volumes of the friendship Wayne shared with my husband
Mike when they coached together for many years.We thank Wayne for the memories knowing he
made a difference in the lives of those he befriended. May all the love and appreciation shared bless
you at this time. With deepest sympathy and love,Stephanie Marques

July 2 at10:13 AM

Jeffrey Fu posted:

| first played PAL Basketball with Coach Autele when | was in the 6th grade. He was always
compassionate and positive with the kids he coached. | was always an uncoordinated kid but through
his patience and understanding | got better skilled and most importantly had more self- confidence in
myself. | remember one day while practicing at the Mckinley HS Outdoor Basketball court, | sneezed
and was going to wipe my t-shirt but Coach Autele said to blow and wiped my nose on his
Coacha€™s shirt. When | played Pop Warner for Kapiolani Tigers he treated the whole team to lunch
during our break during Summer practice. He was always for us kids. God Bless.

April 24 at 1:06 AM
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Ralph Siu posted:

| am sorry to hear of the passing of a mentor, leader to many kids back in the day. Here is my
memory of Mr. Autele. | met Mr. Autele in 1967-1968 when he was coaching pop warner football for
Kapiolani Tigers. He drove a red mustang and worked as a police officer for HPD. | can remember his
red mustang would be packed; packed is an understatement, more like overcrowded with young
boys of the football team as he chauffeured all of us to the old Honolulu Stadium to watch the ILH
football games - rain or shine. Of course we would always be sitting in the Ewa end zone seats. His
mentorship kept many of us off the streets, out of trouble and probably saved many lives. Thank you
Mr. Autele you will be greatly missed! Ralph Siu

April 22 at 6:07 AM

Gayle Lau posted:

Dear Ellen and wonderful family of the late Sgt. Autele, your love, commitment, blessings, joy and
laughter that you gave to Wayne is second to none. Just as he had done for you, you went above and
beyond to give him the best life at Nuuanu Hale! From surprise family visits to meal time together to
attending conferences and events, you were always there for him. He lived for you and you lived for
him. We miss you and Wayne but are grateful to know and had the opportunity to care for Sgt.
Autele. Please take care and God Bless you Ellen and the entire Autele Ohana With heartfelt
condolences, Gayle Lau Nuuanu Hale

April 18 at 8:16 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Wayne by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit




